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THE BEAVER TOWN 


Hidden away in the woods of Topsham, a family of 
Beaver has shown true Vermont spirit, doing its bit 
toward flood control—unaided by Federal subsidy. 
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TOWN OFFICERS 


Moderator: Chester Hight. 
Ist Selectman: M. A. White (term exp. 1940) 
2nd Selectman: D. G. McKay (term exp. 1941) 
3rd Selectman: K. A. Batten (term exp 1942) 
Road Commissioner: L. A. Smith 

Lister: Chester Hight (term expires 1940) 
Lister: E. B. Andross (term expires 1941) 
Lister: James A. White (term expires 1942) 
Auditor: Julian A. Dimock (term expires 1940) 
Auditor: Jay W. Hood (term expires 1941) 
Auditor: Lloyd L. Hight (term expires 1942) 
Collector: George H. Hight. 

Town Clerk and Treasurer: E. S. Locke. 
Overseer: J. D. Miller. 

Health Officer: Dr. J. A. Dow. 

Superintendent of Schools: Lyman W. Bole. 
Grand Juror: George H. Hight. 

Town Agent to Prosecute Suits: E. S. Locke. 
Town Counsel: A. N. MacLeod. 

School Director: Mary Andross (term ex. 1941) 
School Director: Waldo E. Hood (term ex. 1942) 


Terms of all officers are for one year unless 
otherwise stated. 


Town Grand List $4,293.56 1934 Tax Rate $3.55 
Town Grand List $4,280.70 1935 Tax Rate $3.85 
Town Grand List $4,383.87 1936 Tax Rate $3.75 
Town Grand List $4,398.04 1937 Tax Rate $3.75 
Town Grand List $4,396.23 1938 Tax Rate $3.75 
Town Grand List $4,297.40 1939 Tax Rate $3.75 


AUDITORS’ COMMENTS 


Cover Design 


In 1929 the State Department of Fish and Game 
purchased from New York six pairs of Beaver which 
were released in various sections of the State, with one 
pair placed at Peacham Pond. 


At about the same time the Noyes Buick Agency 
of Boston, Mass., released a pair at the Darling Pond 
in the Town of Groton, with one colony eventually lo- 
cating in Cold Water Brook at Groton Pond. 


It is the general belief that the extensive operations 
Ot ther GC.) Coan establishing) a. State..horesn there: 
caused the colony to disband, with one branch eventu- 
ally locating in the wilderness in the eastern part of the 
Town commonly known as “Tommy Town.” 


This dam not only forms a location for the Beaver 
but creates one of nature’s greatest rearing pools for 
trout, which later find their way to the lower streams, 
with excellent catches reported there in the past few 
years. 


One of the most pleasing factors of the year’s high- 
lights is the reduction of the school expense by $955.41. 
Still, there appears to be a complaint of the teach- 
ers of a scarcity of supplies and delay in obtaining them. 
While we appreciate the efforts of operating at a 
minimum, we believe it unwise to restrict teachers to 
inadequate materials that would impede advancement, 
where a few minor adjustments in operating expenses 
would remedy the situation without additional cost to 


the Town. 
* * 2k 


There appears to be a desire of the residents of the 
villages for street lights. 


In our negligence of tax exemption in order to have 
electricity, wouldn’t it be in order to extend our appre- 
ciation by installing street lights with cost applied on 
taxation? 


as 


In a thorough audit of the Collector’s records, we 
find various cases of uncollected taxes where the debtor 
is deceased or moved from Town. Other cases where 
taxes are listed on property already owned by the Town. 

We suggest the Collector’s records be revised and 
abated, where necessary, to avoid misleading  state- 
ments, or figures, while preparing for an accurate list 
of assets. 


* *K * * 


In concluding, a general reduction is noted in the 
various departments, w vith school accounts down $955.41, 
Overseer $624.35, interest bearing orders $1,051.00, and 
other departments accordingly, giving us a surplus of 
$3,771.30 for the year, which brings our net liability the 
lowest in ten years, or approximately 30% of our Town's 
indebtedness. 


Xk * * * 


With accounts estimated at the same for the com- 
ing year, we recommend the reduction of ten cents on 
the school tax, five cents on the general tax, with a five 
cent increase on the road tax, making a total of $3.65. 


* *K K *K 


Due to the severe illness of Mr. Dimock, it became 
necessary to cmit from this report several items of pub- 
lic interest which we were unable to obtain. 

We, the other Auditors, join the citizens in extend- 
ing our best wishes for a speedy and complete recovery. 


AUDITORS’ CERTIFICATE 
February 10, 1940 


To the Citizens of the Town of Topsham, Vt.: 


We, your Auditors, have examined and passed upon 
the accounts of the several Town Officers each month 
and have this day gone over the accounts of your Treas- 
urer, as here presented, and believe them to be accurate. 


JAY W. HOOD, 
LLOYD L. HIGHT, 
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NET LIABILITY OF THE TOWN FOR TEN YEARS 


For the Year Ending Deficit Surplus 
January 31st, 1931—$39,106.19 $ 830.31 
January 31st, 1932—$38,683.93 422.26 
January 31st, 1933—$38,788.73 $ 104.80 

January 3lst, 1934—$36,941.47 1,847.26 
January 31st, 1935—$38,797.35 1,855.88 

January 31st, 1936—$35,377.62 3,419.73 
January 3lst, 1937—$31,944.72 3,432.90 
January 3lst, 1938—$31,035.97 908.75 
January 31st, 1939—$31,092.75 56.78 

January 3lst, 1940—$27,321.45 BWA re. 


ASSETS OF THE TOWN 


February lst, 1939: 


Cash on hand $2,427.26 
Real Estate bought for taxes 1,821.69 
George Moulton note 80.00 
Due from State Winter Work (estimated) 375.00 
Safes 250.00 
Tractor and Plow (depreciated $2,660) 600.00 
Road Grader (depreciated $329.00) 400.00 
Fire Pumps 8.10 
Uncollected Taxes: 
1929 $ 80.80 
1930 42.33 
1931 202.70 
1932 150.63 
1933 174.93 
1934 263.77 
1935 404.39 
1936 717.16 
1937 910.05 
1938 1,526.09 
1939 3,993.65 
———_ 8,460.50 
$14,428.55 
Net Liability of the Town $27,321.45 


$41,750.00 


LIABILITIES OF THE TOWN 
JANUARY 3lst, 1940 


Bonds $17,500.00 
Interest Bearing Orders 

Bessie Cunningham 500.00 
Betsy Currier 600.00 
James A. White, Trustee Un. Pres. Church 600.00 
John H. Felch 1,875.00 
Leslie Frost 200.00 
Renwick Frost 250.00 
W. E. Frost 500.00 
Rk. B. Hood 6,000.00 
Gladys L. Hood 1,700.00 
Nellie L. Miles 2,000.00 
Estate of W. H. Morrison 3,575.00 
Mclkay Brothers 50.00 
Lizzie B. White 1,400.00 
sradford National Bank 1,000.00 
First National Bank of Boston 4,000.00 

$41,750.00 


LIST OF TOWN PROPERTY 


School Houses listed at $5,575.00 
Town Hall 500.00 
Fire Proof Vault and Records 

Derrick 3 Crow Bars Stone Lifter 

9 Drills Gas Engine Bar Drill Steel 

1 Chain 2 Hammers 4 Manure Forks 

12 Shovels Cement Mixer 2 Wheelbarrows 


6 Bog Hoes 2 Stone Boats 4000 Ft. Snow Fence 
6 Pick Axes Dirt Scraper 


1939. 
Feb. 1 
Mar. 8. 

8. 
10. 
11. 
Apr. 4. 
4, 
28. 
May 2. 
rp 
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6. 
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ily}: 
D. 
sy 
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Nov. 8. 
8. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 


Receipts 


Cash on hand 

Erwin W. Aiken, wood 

Mrs. Dean Batchelder, wood 
Bradford National Bank 
Gerald Cunningham, wood 
Town of Groton 


$1,262.72 


7.49 


Town of Hartford, acc’t Frank Burke 162.20 


First National Bank of Boston 
Town of Westfield 

J. D. Miller, wood sold 

White Brothers, Fire Pump 

J. D. Miller, Fire Pump 

K. A. Batten, Fire Pump 

J. A. Dimock, Fire Pump 

E. S. Locke, Fire Pump 

E. S. Locke, lumber sold 

C. J. Colby, Fire Pump 

Town of Corinth, tuition 

R. B. Hood 

D. G. McKpy, Fire Pump 

E. D. Rodgers, bridge damage 
George Moulton on mortgage 
Edward M. Hood, cemetery lot 
Renwick Frost, Fire Pump 
Otis Page on land sold for taxes 
George Moulton, on mortgage 
Town of Groton, tuition 
Topsham School House shed 
Cedar post 


10,000.00 
21.66 


West Topsham P. T. A., furnace ace’t 25.00 


Received of Iva French 
Received of L. A. Smith, error 


George Moulton, on mortgage 


Received of Fiske Brothers, land 


sold for taxes 


Received of Fiske Brothers, interest 8.98 
Received of Iola B. Stevens, to apply 


on land sold for taxes 


TREASURER’S REPORT 


31. McKay Brothers, wood 9,00 
31. West Topsham P. T. A. on furnace 
account 20.00 
31. R. B. Hood, money borrowed 1,000.00 
31. Bradford National Bank 1,000.00 
31. Poll Taxes for 1939 1,213.90 
31. Real Estate Taxes of 1939 9,866.93 
31. Dog Taxes 228.35 
31. Received from State of Vermont 9,167.06 
Received Taxes of 1933 $ 16.00 
Received Taxes of 1934 96.22 
Received Taxes of 1935 253.52 
Received Taxes of 1936 486.39 
Received Taxes of 1937 995.58 
Received Taxes of 1938 Littl Oo 
Received Taxes of 1939 1,518.93 
6,144.19 
$43,170.30 
Payments 
Bonds redeemed $ 1,500.00 
Loans repaid 14,051.00 
Interest (Selectmen’s orders) 1,521.89 
Selectmen’s Orders (other than interest) 5,382.62 
Overseer’s Orders 3,777.36 
School Directors’ Orders 8,161.35 
Road Commissioner’s Orders, Town Highway 417.21 
Road Commissioner’s Orders, Back Road 3,041.28 
Construction (R. B. Hood) 2,890.33 
Cash on hand, School Fund 599.40 
Cash on hand, General Fund 1,827.86 2,427.26 


$43,170.30 


SERVICES OF TOWN OFFICERS 


E. S. Locke, Treasurer and Clerk 
M. A. White, Selectman 

D. G. McKay, Selectman 

K. A. Batten, Selectman 

Lloyd Hight, Auditor 

Jay W. Hood, Auditor 

julian A. Dimock, Auditor 
George H. Hight, Constable 


DOG ACCOUNT 


Dogs Licensed in 1939 


98 Dogs @ $2.00 
8 Dogs @ $3.00 
4 Dogs @ $6.00 
1 Dog @ $1.00 


Less Clerk’s Fees 


Paid to Treasurer 


2 


$ 75.00 
10.00 
22.00 
16.00 
24.00 
24.00 
16.00 
10.00 


$197.00 


$196.00 
24.00 
24.00 
1.00 


$245.00 


16.65 


$228.35 
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ROAD WORK 


Where the Money Came From 


Town Tax 10c on the Grand List 
State Aid 


How the Money Was Spent 
Summer Work 


Construction by R. B. Hood: 


Tar $1,223.54 
Labor, truck 580.70 
Gravel, stone 239.00. 
Labor 7506.44 
State Road Equipment, rental 90.65 
Back Road by Commissioner : 
Labor $1,712.33 
Truck 824.45 
Tractor 314.23 
Material 174.57 
Team 15.70 
Town Highway by Commissioner : 
Labor $189.01 
Truck 138.20 
Tractor 73.40 
Team 6.00 
Material 7.60 
Miscellaneous 3.00 


Unexpended Balance for Winter Work 


$ 429.74 
6,137.94 


$6,567.68 


$2,890.33 


3,041.28 


417.21 


$6,348.82 
218.86 


$6,567.68 


ee eet a 


3 1833 02673 0694 
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SUMMARY SELECTMEN’S REPORTS 


How the Money Was Spent 


Winter Work Sie203 
Interest 1,521.89 
Tractor Expense 686.91 
Bridge Work 113.70 
Services of Town Officers 197.00 
Books, Printing, Etc. 226.65 
Listing 233.36 
Elections 10.80 
Legal Services 57.50 
Bonding Officers 63.00 
Insurance : 31.49 
Care of Cemeteries 122.07 

Taxes and Collecting: 
Road Tax 330.09 
Old Age Assistance 805.50 
County Tax 202.36 
Miscellaneous 20.77 
Collecting 110.79 
Quarantine and Medical 55.60 
Fire Fighting 109.90 
Fire Pumps 80.88 
Snow Fence 50.96 
Material and Tools 33.80 
Land bought for taxes 396.09 
Town Hall repairs 224.57 
Lights 16.30 
Rebate on Taxes (error) 208.95 
Miscellaneous 64.75 
$6,904.51 


SUMMARY OVERSEER’S REPORT 


Where the Money Came From 


Sale of wood 


From Town of Hartford 
From Town of Westfield 


From Town of Groton 


General Fund (Town Taxes) 


How the Money Was Spent 


Board 

Medical and Hospital 
Burials 

Auto Hire 

Rent 

Food 

Labor, wood 


Freight, government merchandise 


Care of Tramps 
Clothing and Supplies 
Miscellaneous 
Services as Overseer 


Comparative Costs For Three Years 


Board and Food 
Medical and Hospital 
Burials 

Supplies and Clothing 
Rent 

Care of Tramps 

Fuel 

Auto Hire 

Electricity 

Services as Overseer 
Freight, Gov’s Mdse. 
Labor, wood 
Miscellaneous 


1938 1939 
$2,052.87 $2,541.09 
812.35 1,239.40 
233.50 166.00 
77.14 56.53 
145.70 

25.35 18.35 
3.00 91.75 
70.84 34.72 
21.13 

50.98 33.46 
24.16 53.48 


$ 120.00 
162.20 
21.66 
7.49 
3,454.01 


$3,777.36 


$1,591.32 
811.74 
368.00 
25.25 
5.00 
589.75 
107.00 
54.73 
18.85 
62.17 
58.55 


85.00 
$3,777.36 


1940 
$2,181.07 
811.74 
368.00 
62.17 


$3,350.19 $4,401.61 $3,777.36 
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OLD AGE ASSISTANCE REPORT 


To the Citizens of Topsham: 


For your information, the following statement has 
been presented by the Old Age Assistance Department. 


Payments of old age assistance to persons applying 
from your Town amounted to $4,785.00 during the year 
ianuary 191759. ;to December 3k, 1939; 


The number of recipients in December, 1939, was 26, 


The resources of this department and its ability to 
make payments are determined by the state appropria- 
tion which is matched by federal funds. During recent 
months it has not been possible to grant assistance to 
all new applicants who have been found eligible after 
investigation. The co-operation of overseers in extend- 
ing temporary aid and supplementary medical services 
has been very helpful. 


The administrative expenses of the department dur- 
ing the year was 3.9%. 


The advice and council of local officials and inter- 
ested people are gratefully acknowledged by this de- 
partment and its field staff. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HAROLD H. WHITE, 
Local Investigator. 
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SUMMARY SCHOOL REPORT 


Where the Money Came From 


Balance from last year 

‘Town Taxes, $1.25 on the Grand List 
State Aid 

Leased Land Taxes 

Town of Corinth, tuition 

Town of Groton, tuition 

Sale of shed, East Topsham 

Sale of cedar posts 


How the Money Was Spent 


‘Teachers’ salaries 

Advanced instruction 

Elementary instruction 
Superintendent, clerical, and Directors 
Janitor service 

Fuel 

300ks and supplies 

Insurance 

Lights 

Census $ 
Repairs 

Association dues 

Truancy 

Miscellaneous 

Medical, Red Cross 


Unexpended Balance 


$ 89.42 
o,04 Lake 
3,030.12 

67.54 
175.00 
15.00 
10.00 
1.92 


$8,760.75 


$3,852.00 
1,774.58 
717.75 
431.17 
147.70 
131.25 
311.41 
53.26 
57.62 
14.10 
608.61 
2.00 
6.25 
3.65 
50.00 


$8,161.35 
599.40 


$8,760.75 
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SCHOOL DIRECTORS’ REPORT AND BUDGET 
AS REQUIRED BY LAW 


Expenditures For the 1938-1939 School Fiscal Year 


General Control: 


Superintendent’s salary and travel 


Superintendent’s office expense 
School Directors’ expense 


Instruction: 
Supervisor of Music and Art 
Teachers’ salaries 
Tuition, Eelementary 
Tuition, High School 
Text Books 
Instructional supplies 
Library books 


Operation of Plant: 
Janitors’ and Cleaners’ pay 
Janitors’ supplies and tools 
Fuel 
Lights 


Maintenance: 
Repairs and upkeep 
Auxiliary Agencies: 


School Census 
Truant Officer 


Fixed Charges: 
Insurance 


Total Current Expense 


Less Receipts Other Than Taxes: 
Regular State Aid 
Tuition 
Leas Land Tax 


Net Cost to Town 


$466.81 
12.51 
49.00 


por ecke 
3,955.00 
AIDS 95 
ZA1LOS92Z 
17:92 
87.19 
78.94 


177.43 
54.51 
163.60 
99.54 


133.94 


$ 528.35 


7,254.84 


495.08 


133.94 


LoZ5 


51.36 


$8,478.82 


$3,500.41 
$4,978.41 
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The above statement is read as follows:: 


Of the total current expense of $8,478.82, Adminis- 
tration and General Control cost $528.35; instruction 
cost $7,254.84; operation of plant $495.08, etc. 


To apply on the total cost of $8,478.82 there was re- 
ceived from State Aid, tuition, land rent, etc., $3,500.41, 
leaving the net cost to the town only $4,978.41. 


- The total costs for the year were divided among the 
various schools as follows: 


Total cost 1938-1939 school year $8,478.82 
Less cost of pupils out of town: 
High School tuition $2,103.92 
Eelementary tuition: 
Groton 105.00 
Corinth 350.00 
Orange 147.75 
Newbury 117.00 
HMR SRELBAE SOP 7 92,1 1 Ff 
$5,655.15 
Cost of Schools in Town: 
West Topsham $1,813.12 
Waits River 987.70 
East Topsham 1,051.49 
Granite Street 857.03 
‘Four Corners 945.81 


$5,655.15 
Cost Per Pupil 


The cost of schools in town, $5,655.15, divided 
among an enrollment of 102, gives an average cost per 
pupil of $55.44. Average cost of elementary tuition, 23 
pupils, was $31.29 per pupil. 


Average cost of high school tuition was $75.00 per 
pupil for 24 pupils. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


Receipts and Expenditures From July 1, 1938, 
to July 1, 1939 


Receipts 
From tuition $ 385.00 
Regular State Aid 3,047.87 
Lease Land Tax 67.54 
75c on 1938 Grand List 3,297.17 
50c on 1939 Grand List 2,148.75 
——_— — $8,946.33 
Amount of Orders Drawn $8,478.82 
Unexpended Balance July 1, 1939 $ 467.51 


Receipts and Expenditures From July 1, 1939, to Date 


Receipts 

From tuitions $ 190.00 
State Aid on repairs 112.98 
Regular State Aid 2,917.14 
Lease Land Tax 67.54 
Miscellaneous receipts Liege 
75c on 1939 Grand List 3,223.05 

Total Receipts to Date $6,522.63 


Less orders drawn from July 1, 1939, to date 3,679.56 


Balance on Hand Feb. 1, 1940 $2,843.07 


Current Budget and Amount Needed For Next 


Fiscal Year 


Amount Spent 


July 1, 1939 
Feb. 1, 1940 
General Control: 
Supt’s salary > 191,50 
Supt’s ofhce expense 1.30 
School Directors’ expense 43.10 
$ 235.70 
Instruction: 
Music & Art Supervisor 117.00 
Health instruction 50.00 
TVeachers’ wages 1,712.00 
Elementary tuition 28.00 
High School tuition 575.00 
Text Books 75.94 
Instructional supplies 59.16 
Library Books 
$2,617.10 
Operation of Plant: 
janitors’ & Cleaners’ pay 85.95 
Janitors’ supplies & tools 35.26 
Fuel 78.25 
Lights 16.69 
$ 216.15 
Maintenance: 
Repairs and upkeep 578.70 
Equipment 
, $ 578.70 
Auxiliary Agencies: 
School Census 11.10 
Truant Officer ae ps 
$ 13.85 


Est. Expense 


$ 


$ 


$ 


$ 


$ 


Feb. 1, 1940 
July 1, 1940 


190.06 
15.00 
5.00 


210.06 


110.50 


1,702.00 
726.25 
1,525.00 
50.00 
30.00 


4,143.75 


49.05 
5.00 
160.00 
13.31 


227.36 


25.00 


25.00 


Est. Expense 


July 1, 1940 


July 1, 1941 


$ 


$ 


$ 


382.70 


7,052.50 


135.00 
40.00 
250.00 
30.00 


455.00 


250.00 
25.00 


275.00 


12.00 
3.00 


15.00 
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Fixed Charges: 7 
Insurance $ 18.06 $ 33.00 $ 51.36 


Totals $3,679.56 $4,639.17 $8,296.56 
Less Balance Feb. 1 $2,843.07 
Predicted Deficit July 1, 1940 $1,796.10 


Total Estimated Cost For Next Full Year $8,296.56 
Less Estimated Receipts Other Than Taxes $2,482.00 


Amount Needed From Taxes $5,814.56 


A deficiency appropriation of 45c on the dollar of 
the Grand List is needed to avoid the predicted deficit 
July Ist, 1940, and a tax of $1.35 on the dollar of the 
Grand List is needed for the next fiscal year, July Ist, 
1940, to July Ist, 1941. 


Respectfully submitted, 


MARY L. ANDROSS, 
WALDO E. HOOD, 
School Directors. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
OF SCHOOLS. 


To the School Directors and Citizens 
of the Town of Topsham: 


I herewith present my thirteenth annual report of 
the schools of your town. 


Orange East District 


The towns included in the Orange East District are 
the same as last year. There is one additional teacher, 
making 48.5 full time positions in all. Of these the Town 
of Topsham has five full time teachers and employs the 
music and art supervisor part time. 

The total number of pupils enrolled throughout the 
district in September was 993, representing an increase 
of about 30 or approximately 3% over last year. This 
increase is probably due largely to the various lumber 
projects and the increase in the number of mills oper- 
ating in this vicinity. 


Educational Program 


During the past ten years the State of Vermont has 
seen tremendous progress in the improvement of the 
Public School Program. As noted in recent accounts 
in the Burlington Free Press and other Vermont papers 
the Department of Education under the able and force- 
ful leadership of Commissioner Francis L. Bailey has 
enlarged and improved the services to the schools in 
the field of teacher training, health, music and art, vo- 
cational education, guidance and high school supervision, 
as well as in the improvement and standardization of 
school buildings. 


The results of this expanded program are apparent 
in its effects on the local schools of this district. For 
several years the rural school curriculum has been grad- 
ually enlarged to include systematic work in music and 
art, health instruction, school nursing with a definite 
follow-up to secure correction of physical defects and 
a continued effort to improve school buildings. It is 
now generally agreed that the ideal school curriculum 
should include everything that has a bearing on the 
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growth and development of children, and these recent 
additions to the school program are properly in line with 
that philosophy. 

During the present year the distribution of a large 
number of work benches t@the rural schools has created 
considerable interest in crafts and hand-work. These 
benches, which are made under the N. Y. A. program, 
were given to the schools without cost except for the 
transportation from Rutland. 


School Work 


The only important change in the regular school 
work this year is the introduction of a new improved 
system for the teaching of reading in the first grade. 
This system is the result of a number of years of scien- 
tific research in the field of reading, and includes im- 
proved teaching and testing materials which have been 
shown by experiment to be superior to those formerly 
in use. As teachers become more familiar with this 
reading system I am confident that the percentage of 
failures in the first grade will be considerably reduced. 
It is the plan to introduce the second grade materials, 
which go with this system, next fall, third grade in 1941 
and so on. In this way the expense of changing the 
basal system is spread over a period of several years. 

The work in music and art has been continued on 
the same basis as before, and I am very much pleased 
with the results which have been obtained. The visits 
of the supervisor to the schools since September are 
shown in Table I at the end of this report. 

I am glad also that the Red Cross nursing service 
under Miss Alvis has been continued in the Topsham 
schools. This type of work is far more effective where 
it is carried on continuously from, year to year without 
interruption. In those towns where the work has been 
done over a period of years an extensive program of 
correction of physical defects is now being carried on. 


On the whole the progress of pupils in the Topsham 
schools has been good, as indicated by the results of the 
Standard Tests, although there have been some inter 
rutions on account of whooping cough and scarlet fever 
quarantines. The promotions by grades for the year 
ending last June are shown in Table II at the end of 
this report. 
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The present enrollment in the Topsham schools 1s 
87, as compared with 91 at this time last year. On ac- 
count of the fact that one school has been closed the 
number on whom tuition is paid in neighboring towns 
is correspondingly increased@ The present enrollment 
among the various schools is shown in Table III at the 
end of this report. 


During the year a number of improvements have 
been made at the Topsham Village school, as required 
for standardization. These include remtov al of the old 
shed, completion of the outside painting and repairing 
and the provision of suitable playground equipment as 
well as a number of small items inside the building. The 
school is now ready for its Standard Plate. At West 
Topsham a new heating plant has been installed with 
sufficient capacity to heat the hall upstairs as well as 
the class rooms. 


Four Corners School 


It was decided last summer to close the Four Cor- 
ners school since there would have been but four pupils 
to attend this year. At this time it was proposed that 
this school house might be moved to a central point on 
the East Corinth road where the Topsham pupils in that 
vicinity might be accommodated instead of going to the 
East Corinth Village school Those who proposed this 
plan were under the impression that a saving in tuitions 
would be an advantage to the Town of Topsham. Care- 
ful analysis of the whole proposition shows, however, 
that financially the town is better off to continue pay- 
ing tuition at East Corinth, and the children have the 
advantage of attending a two-room school as well. The 
cost is figured as follows: 


Annual Cost of Maintaining Own School For 13 Pupils 


Maintenance of school (teacher, 
books, ect.) $884.91 
(This is average cost of Four 
Corners school for past three 
years as shown in Town Re- 
ports) 
State Aid on rural school of this 
size $435.00 .- 
Net Cost to Topsham ——-—$449.91 


Annual Cost For Thirteen Pupils at East Corinth 


13 Tuitions @ $35.00 each $455.00 
State Aid on 13 tuitions @ $15.00 
each $195.00 
Net Cost to Topsham -—$260.00 
Extra Cost if Own School 
Were Maintained $189.91 


Please notice that the above calculation shows only 
the additional cost of annual running expenses. No ac- 
count is taken here of the initial expense of moving and 
repairing the building. 

If the number of pupils to attend at East Corinth 
should become fewer than 13 the financial advantage 
would be correspondingly greater. If the number should 
become larger than 13 the financial advantage would be 
less, but the number on whom tuition is paid would have 
to exceed 22 before it would disappear entirely. 


School Finance 


Reference to the School Directors’ report will show 
that the tax of 50 cents on the grand list voted at the 
last Town Meeting to apply from February 1 to July 1, 
1939, was sufficient to carry the cost of the schools, 
leaving a surplus of $467.51 on July 1, 1939. This, to- 
gether with the 75 cent tax, state aid and other receipts, 
has covered orders drawn from last July to February 1, 
1940, with a balance of $2,843.03. This amount, together 
with miscellaneous receipts to come in, will provide 
enough so that a new appropriation of 45 cents on the 
grand list should carry the schools to July 1, 1940, with- 
out a deficit. The budget prepared by the School Dir- 
ectors for the next fiscal year, July 1, 1940, to July 1, 
1941, will require a local tax of $1.35 on the grand list. 


It is becoming increasingly difficult for the rural 
towns to meet the cost of high school tuitions and also 
support their local school program with the limited 
amount of state aid received. It has long been accepted 
in principle that the state should attempt to equalize 
the cost of public education by furnishing state aid to 
the poorer towns. In Vermont, however, the amount 
of this state support has never been sufficient to relieve 
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any considerable portion of the local property tax. I 
believe that the next legislature should modify the state 
tax system so as to distribute the burden more evenly 
throughout the state and reduce local taxes. It is the 
representatives from the small towns who have it in 
their power to bring about this change. 


Conclusion 


I have visited from four to five times in each of the 
Topsham schools since the beginning of the year, the 
average length of all visits having been approximately 
one hour. 


In conclusion I take this occasion to acknowledge 
the helpful and loyal support of citizens, teachers and 
school officials with whom I have come in contact in my 
work, 


Respectfully submitted, 


LYMAN W. BOLE, 
Superintendent of Schools. 


January 31, 1940. 


TABLE I. 


1) 
On 


Visits to Schools by Supervisor of Music and Art 


SCHOOL 


Number of Visits 


West Topsham Upper Grades 
West Topsham Lower Grades 


Waits River 
East Topsham 
Granite Street 


10 
10 
8 
8 
8 


Besides these regular visits some time has been 
given to such extra activities as public programs and 
demonstration classes, etc. 


Promotions by Grades, June 1939, All Schools 


GRADE 


Enrolled 
at End 
of Year 


COND U1 &B W DOF 
— 
(o4) 


Number 
Promoted 


TABLE II 
SRS Os ok oS 
sive ieee 
Cee st at 
Shee ato. 
St Sito Soe a 
7 
1 
g 1 
9 1 
15 1 
7 
12 
10 
79 3 


TABLE III. 


Present Enrollment in Topsham Schools 


SCHOOLS 
West Topsham Upper 


West Topsham Lower 4 


Waits River 
Topsham Village 
Granite Street 


Totals 


1 
4 
5 
2 


15 


2 
5 


ht IND 


Aw w& 


Number 


GRADES 
5 67 8 
So 7eees GO 
3 

Acid Seed Kaye fo 
Sa ier + 
Dace 
812 14 7 11 


to Repeat 


Required 
Grade 


Ne fp 


pt pet P\.) 


BIRTHS REGISTERED IN THE TOWN OF 
TOPSHAM IN 1939 


1.—Margaret Louise Lund to Webster and Mary 
Lund. 


rg 


Ralph Waldo Emerson to Ralph and Alice 
Emerson. 


14—Edwina Mae Jenkins to John and Beatrice 
Jenkins. 


. 26—Slyia Jane Williams to Harry and Vilna Wil- 


liams. 


11—Baby Burgin to Ray and Sadie Burgin. 


9—Wesley William Moses to Charlie and Es- 
ther Moses. 


18.—kKay Francis McNamara to Earl and Berdena 
McNamara. 

30—Betsey C. Sanford to Albert and Celia A. San- 
ford. 


30.—Betty Ann Hood to Earl and Ruby Hood. 


. 24—Barbara Caroline Welch to Ray and Alice 


Welch. 


4.—Barbara Emily Welch to Robert and Shirley 
Welch. 


3.—Gary Andross Tomlinson to Hiram and Nel- 
lie Tomlinson. 


10.—Mary Rosamond Frost to Renwick and Helen 
Frost. 


14.—Fred Elwin Smith to Fred and Marjorie 
Smith. 


13.—Janice Lola Downing to Albert and Emma 
Downing. 
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MARRIAGES REGISTERED IN THE TOWN OF 
TOPSHAM IN 1939 


Mar. 12.—Charles I. Brock of Epsam, N. H., to Edna 
Ruth Lafoe of Topsham. 


Mar. 30.—Charlie W. Moses of Topsham to Esther E. 
Newell of Topsham. 


June 16.—dHarley G. Gallup of Topsham, to Ella Char- 
lotta Johnson of Orange 


July 29.—Paul Brown of Eden, Vermont, to Margaret 
Morrison of Topsham. 


Oct. 28—Leslie Richard Frost of Topsham, to Velmer 
Sanborn of Topsham. 


DEATHS REGISTERED IN THE TOWN OF 
TOPSHAM IN 1939 


Jan. 28—Orpha Tomlinson Avery, 27 years, 6 months 
and 19 days. 


Feb. 4-—Alton Charles Tillotson, 2 years, 6 months 
and 15 days. 


Mar. 8—Frank Burke. 76 years, 2 months and 20 days. 


Mar. 30.—John F. Thompson, 53 years, 1 month and 
24 days. 


Apr. 4—Guy B. Sanborn, 87 years. 

May 1—Eda M. Granell, 69 years, 17 days. 

May 11—Baby Burgin, less than a day. 

July 21—George Felch, 50 years, 5 months, 29 days. 
Aug. 27.—Barbara Caroline Welch, 3 days. 

Sept. 24—Orden Mason, 25 years, 4 months, 2 days. 


Oct. 5.—Henry Montandon, 55 years, 1 month and 
26 days. 


Oct. 21.—Carroll Bartlet French, 24 years, 4 months 
and 21 days. 


TOWN MEETING WARNING 


The legal voters of the Town of Topsham, Vermont, 
are hereby notified and warned to meet in the Town 
Hall in said Town on Tuesday, March 5th, A.D., 1940, 
at 10 o'clock in the forenoon to act on the following 
articles, viz.: 


“Article 1. To choose a Moderator for the ensuing 
year. 


Article 2. To choose a Town Clerk. 


Article 3. To choose one Selectman for three 
years. 


Article 4. To choose one Lister for three years. 
Article 5. To choose a Town Treasurer. 
Article 6. Yo see if the Town will vote to instruct 


the Selectmen to appoint one or two Road Commission- 
ers for one or two years. 


Article 7. To choose an Overseer of the Poor. 


Article 8. To see what money the Town will vote 
to raise to pay the expenses and indebtedness and for 
the highways and bridges. 


Article 9. Will the Town vote to collect its taxes 
on real estate and personal property in installments as 
provided by No. 21 of the Acts of 1933. 


Article 10. To choose a Constable and Collector of 
Taxes. 


Article 11. To choose one Auditor for three years. 
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Article 12. To see if the Town will vote to raise 
a sum of money in addition to the amount now required 
by law to take advantage of Section 111, Acts of 1906, 
and if so, how much. 


Article 13. To see if the Town will authorize the 
Auditors to employ the services of an accountant from 
the office of the Auditor of Accounts as provided by No. 
55, Acts of 1937, to audit the accounts of the Town. 


Article 14. To see if the Town will vote to author- 
ize the Selectmen to arrange for proper recognition of 
Vermont’s birthday anniversary during the Town Meet- 
ing held on March 4, 1941. 


Article 15. To see if the Town will vote to author- 
ize the Selectmen to appoint, at once, a committee to 
co-operate throughout the year with other State and 
local committees in recognition and celebration of 1941 
as Vermont’s Sesqui-Centennial year. 


Article 16. To see if the Town will vote to install 
electric lights on the streets of the villages, with costs 
te apply on taxes. 


Article 17. To see if the Town will vote to declare 
a recess for the purpose of holding the Annual School 
Meeting. 


Article 18. Shall license for the sale of malt and 
vinous beverages be granted in this Town? 


Article 19. Shall spirituous liquors be sold in this 
Town? se 


Article 20. To transact any other business when 


meet. 
M. A. WHITE, 


D. G. McKAY, 
Bnet ey LN 
Selectmen of Topsham. 
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NOTICE! 


On the adjournment of the above meeting the legal 
voters of the Topsham Town School District will meet 
at the Town Hall in said Town to transact the follow- 
ing business: 


Article 1. To choose a Moderator. 


Article 2. To choose a School Director for three 
years. 


Article 3. To see how much money the Town will 
vote to raise for the support of schools. 


Article 4. To see if the Town will vote to author- 
ize the Directors to sell the school house at Galusha Hill. 


Article 5. To transact any other business when 


meet. 


M. A. WHITE, 
D. G. McKAY, 
K. A. BATTEN, 
Selectmen of Topsham. 


Dated at Topsham, Vt., February 12, 1940. 
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